
Albina'
• Historic'center'of'Portland’s'black'
community'following'the'collapse'

of'Vanport'in'1948'

• Displacement'of'residents'and'

businesses'due'to'large'PDCB

sponsored'projects'1960B80'

(Emmanuel'Hospital,'what'is'now'

the'Moda'Center)2'

• Disinvestment'in'environmental'

ameniMes'during'that'period'as'well'

• Rapid'shiOs'in'demographics'

began'in'the'1990s.''(Alberta'Arts'

District)'

• With'environmental'ameniMes'on'

the'increase,'equity'remains'the'

main'concern'due'to'long'history'of'

insMtuMonalized'racism'

• PresentBday'“Trader'Joe’s”'
controversy'''''

Urban Renewal For Whom?  The Distribution of Environmental 
Amenities in 3 Portland Neighborhoods 
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Background'
This'thesis'is'about'urban'renewal'in'Portland'and'the'distribuMon'of'“environmental'

ameniMes”'in'3'selected'neighborhoods.''Urban'renewal'in'Portland'is'a'process'of'

neighborhood'change'that'is'mediated'by'the'private'sector'and'the'Portland'Development'

Commission'which'represents'the'public'sector.''Environmental'ameniMes'can'be'defined'

as'physical'features'of'a'neighborhood'that'prove'beneficial'to'residents.'Environmental'

jusMce'literature1'shows'that'poor'communiMes'and'communiMes'of'color'are'

disproporMonately'burdened'with'negaMve'environmental'condiMons.'What'about'the'

inverse,'or'posiMve'environmental'condiMons?''My'thesis'asks:'How$evenly$distributed$are$
environmental$ameni3es$in$Portland?''''

Methods'
I'selected'the'neighborhoods'of'Lents,'Albina,'

and'the'Pearl'as'the'three'vary'significantly'in'

size,'demographics,'and'affluence.''Data'on'PDC'

urban'renewal'efforts'was'compared'to'data'I'

compiled'from'sources'that'highlighted'resident’s'

preferences'for'ameniMes'in'their'neighborhood.'''''

Conclusions'
Put'simply,'environmental'ameniMes'are'not'equitably'distributed'throughout'Portland.''More'

important'is'why'they'aren’t'and'have'not'been,'as'well'as'what'can'be'done'to'create'a'more'even'

distribuMon.''My'results'demonstrate'that'the'(less'than)'1%'of'Portland'that'lives'in'the'Pearl'enjoys'

a'disproporMonate'amount'of'public'investment'on'their'behalf.''Albina'has'seen'public'investment,'

but'only'since'neighborhood'demographic'change'has'occurred.''One'conclusion'is'that'the'PDC'has'a'

goal'for'the'neighborhood'in'mind'that'doesn’t'necessarily'involve'the'goals'of'lower'income'or'nonB

white'current'residents.''In'Lents,'there'is'a'lack'of'general'development'success'to'speak'of,'even'

with'considerable'public'investment.''It'is'clear'that'while'urban'renewal'has'the'capacity'to'create'

neighborhoods'that'enjoy'a'high'concentraMon'of'environmental'ameniMes'such'as'the'Pearl,'poor'

communiMes'and'communiMes'of'color'have'not'historically'been'served'by'this'process'and'are'

currently'far'from'equally'served'by'it.''''''

The'Pearl'
• Historically'industrial'area'1860sB1980s'
• Portland’s'transiMon'into'postBindustrial'
economy'leO'many'empty'warehouses,'

industrial'sites,'and'forgo\en'blueBcollar'

cafes'by'the'1980s'

• Considerable'public'and'private'
investment'from'1990s'onward'

• Enjoys'an'astounding'amount'of'

environmental'ameniMes.'

• ''Less'than'1%'of'Portland’s'populaMon'

Lents'
• Self'sufficient'suburb/small'town'

1892B1912'

• Repeatedly'neglected'by'city'
government'due'to'its'distance'from'

downtown'and'lower'income'class'

• PostBWWII'freeway'development'

bisected'the'town'center'and'the'boxB

store'boom'that'began'in'the'1960s'

crushed'many'local'businesses.3'''

• While'a'few'success'stories,'the'

neighborhood'severely'lacks'many'

key'environmental'ameniMes,'and'the'

area'struggles'to'a\ract'private'

investment.'

• Close'to'$100'million'has'been'spent'

by'the'PDC'in'a\empts'to'revitalize'

the'neighborhood4'

• Part'of'East'Portland,'the'most'

diverse'area'of'Portland5'''

Preferences'for'Development'of'PDCBowned'

land'on'NE'Alberta'&'MLK'(originally'planned'

to'be'Trader'Joe’s)Bcommunity'meeMng'

responses'

Racial'Differences'by'

Neighborhood'(%)6''

2010'census'''''''''''''

Fig.%2:%%While'the'PDC'was'pushing'the'development'of'a'Trader'Joe’s,'it'is'clear'

the'community'surrounding'the'site'had'much'more'they'were'interested'than'a'

grocery'store.''Note'the'high'value'places'on'social'and'cultural'developments.'''''''

Fig.'2'

Fig.'1'

Fig.%1:%%While'the'Pearl'District'enjoys'a'considerable'amount'of'environmental'ameniMes,'it'is'the'least'

racially'diverse'neighborhood'in'this'study.''While'sMll'maintaining'significant'Black/African'American'

populaMons,'Albina'neighborhoods'have'seen'losses'in'those'populaMons'since'the'1960sB70s.2''Note:'King'

neighborhood'chosen'for'this'chart'due'to'locaMon'of'Trader'Joe’s'plot'(see'Fig.'2).''%


