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Framing: Focus:
How have colonial practices and infrastructure How did the development of French colonial infrastructure

contributed to current discourses around desertification? change the perceptions of water distribution during times
of water scarcity 1n postcolonial Senegal?

Case studies
l. From 1968-1973 1t 1is
estimated that
250,000 people died
due to lack of food
and water resulting
from desertification.
Precipitation was
50-60% lower than the

Thesis The French colonial

legacy ot social and political
power dynamics has played an
instrumental role in shaping
the development and access to
water infrastructure in
Senegal. I argue that
postcolonial relations between
Senegal and France are most
evident when the French
government provides aid
during times of water
shortage. The history of
human interactions within
West African regions of
aridity paired with climatic
data presented in this paper
will ultimately prove the
duality of human and non
human factors contributing to
desertification.

-

Northern Senegal'to the
capital of Dakar broke,
leaving 40% of the 3
million people living
1n Dakar and 1its
suburbs without fresh
water.
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